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Seismic intensity distribution and damage
by the North Sorachi, Hokkaido Japan, Earthquake of 1995
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Abstract

On May 23, 1995, the central part of Hokkaido was attacked by the North Sorachi Earthquake

(M5.6). In this paper, we describe the outline of the distribution of seismic intensity and damage

by this earthquake in comparison with the previous one which attacked the almost same area in

1986. Immediate after the earthquake occurrence, we conducted a seismic intensity survey using

questionnaire method in order to obtain precise intensity distribution. More than 3,000 question-

naires were distributed to Sorachi, Ishikari, Shiribeshi, Kamikawa, Rumoi and Iburi districts

through local municipalities. Estimated maximum intensity was 4.5 in JMA scale at Shintotukawa-

chou, where damage were concentrated.
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