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Abstract

On March 24, 2001, magnitude 6.4 earthquake occurred at the sea area between Hiroshima and
Ehime Prefectures. The focal depth of this earthquake is so deep as 51km and it caused moderate
damages in wide area of the above two and surrounding prefectures. One week later, I had a chance
to visit Kure City, one of the most affected area by this earthquake. In this paper I present an outline
of the disaster with photos of typical damages. Most severe damage in dwelling houses is caused by the
damage of retaining wall in hilly area. Almost ten thousands of houses were damaged in the ridge tiles.
Some reinforced concrete buildings were also damaged in expansion joint and short clearance columns

due to inadequate structural plannings.
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