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Abstract

In this paper, utilization of Internet to disaster mitigation is discussed through a survey of web
pages prepared by local municipalities during the South-Sanriku, Tohoku Japan Earthquake of June 26,
2003. This earthquake caused moderate damage on wide area because of its large magnitude of 7.0
and deep focal depth of 71 km. In the affected area there are 6 prefectures and a survey on web pages
of these prefectures was carried out. Among them Miyagi and Iwate prefectures presented many
disaster information because of their location of near the epicenter and these information was frequent-
ly renewed. Then accuses to web pages on local municipalities in Miyagi and Iwate prefectures were
performed to find disaster information and obtained them at 48 sites among 127 municipalities.
Contents of these web pages were classified into several categories and discussed. Damage statistic
data including no damage information are presented in the most of the sites. In some pages photos and
maps are used effectively. List of emergency facilities such as hospitals, clinics, refuge place and
information on lifeline and transportation are also presented. Utilization of web pages for disaster
information has been increasing nowadays. However in the case of this earthquake more than half
municipalities did not presented any information and more utilization is expecting following the

advanced examples.
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