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Abstract

It is believed that an invasion of strong typhoon to Hokkaido is very scarce because of her
location. However the Typhoon No. 18 of 2004 attacked Hokkaido and caused heavy damage in wide
area due to strong wind. Nine persons were killed and 475 were injured. Many buildings, infra
structures, street trees, forests and so on were severely damaged. It is said that this disastrous
typhoon was very similar to the Typhoon No. 15 of 1954 just 50 years ago. The previous typhoon is
named as “Tohya-maru Typhoon” from the sea disasters of railway ferryboats with almost 1500
victims. And also a big fire was occurred at Iwanai Town under the strong wind and burned 809 of
dwelling houses. These two events are still clear to our memory but other damages due to strong wind
have been forgotten during a passage of half century. In this paper, literature survey for Tohya-maru
Typhoon disasters is attempted in order to compare with the 2004 typhoon disaster. It is cleared that
there is no damage reconnaissance report except those from meteorological point of view. Adminis-
trative documents are only found in fragmentary. In order to clarify more detailed damage newspaper

articles were surveyed and listed by local municipalities.
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