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Seismic Intensities in Kagoshima City by a Questionnaire
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Abstract

A questionnaire survey was carried out to investigate the precise distribution of seis-
mic intensities in the area of Kagoshima City, at a time of the Hyuganada Earthquake of Au-
gust 7, 1984. Intensities were widely distributed from 0 to 4.5 in the JMA scale : the aver-
age was 3.0, which was equal to that reported by the Kagoshima District Meteorological
Observatory.

The questionnaire contained some questions about human psychological conditions dur-
ing an earthquake, such as astonishment or frightfulness. Intensities may be increased by
these items in Kagoshima City where people have been little experienced in large shocks.

High intensity area relative to its surroundings was observed in a thick alluvial region,
especially in the west side of the Kotsuki River. Though the distribution of intensities was
locally complicated, it was closely related to the geological ground conditions.
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