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Report on Heavy Snowfall in Iwamizawa in Winter 2020—2021

— Characteristics of Snow Cover and Weather Conditions —
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Abstract

In the winter of 2020-2021, heavy snowfall hit around Iwamizawa area, with the maximum
snow depth of 205 cm. It was the second deepest after 208 cm in the winter of 2011-2012. Four
snow surveys were conducted in Iwamizawa in February and March 2021, and compared to
the 2021-2012 snow survey. In the winter of 2020-2021, although temperatures in this winter
were normal, they fluctuated largely. Then, most of the grain shape had metamorphosed into
melt forms by late February. On the other hand, the values for snow depth and snow water
equivalent were almost the same. The westerly wind was predominant in Iwamizawa this
winter. As a result, there were many events where snow clouds flowed from Ishikari Bay to
Iwamizawa area.
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