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Abstract

Snowstorm disasters are caused by factors such as poor visibility and snow drifts on the
road. To manage the risks of snowstorm disasters, a risk management system has been
tried out in the eastern region of Hokkaido in Japan since the 2013 winter season. The
proposed risk management system includes early road closures, asking residents not to
leave their homes, and so on. The results showed that the active use of risk management
system, such as early road closures and restriction of residents' movement by local
governments, is essential to prevent snowstorm disasters on roads. In order to continue the
risk management system effectively in the future, it is necessary to involve road users,
meteorological personnel, road managers, media, researchers, local governments and other

parties involved in snowstorm disasters.
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